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From: slash83 @earthlink.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, Jun 12, 2003 5:11 AM
Subject: Please Act to Stop Media Monopolies

Senator John McCain

U.S. Senate

241 Russell Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator McCain,

| urge you to tell the Federal Communications Commission
{FCC) not to weaken the rules that help preserve competition
and diversity among the owners of Amenca's newspapers
and radio and TV stations.

As you know, the FCC is reviewing rules currently for

media ownership and 1s likely to allow big corporations

to dominate ownership of media in a particular city

or town. If that happens, one company may be aflowed

to own the local newspaper, several TV and radio stations
and the cable TV system in the same community. There
would be fewer owners of networks, stations and newspapers
nationwide.

Media ownership would be concentrated among fewer companies
and the public's ability to have open, informed discussion

with a wide vanety of viewpoints would be compromised.

Plus, it Ikely would result in higher costs for businesses

that advertise in local media, and those costs likely

would be passed onto consumers.

The FCC is expected to vote on whether to change the

rules on June 2. The public comments submitted to the

FCC by individuals have been opposed to media consolidation
overwhelmingly. Americans understand that the public

interest 1s not being served by deregulation that reduces
competition

Please tell the FCC to reinstate its traditional media
ownership rules for the sake of competition and democracy.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Sarratt

71 country hill rd.
Gallant, Alabama 35972
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Senator Richard Shelby

Senator Ernest Hollings

Senator Jeff Sessions

Representative Robert Aderholt

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps

FCC Commissioner Kevin J. Martin

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein



